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Sat  Pal,

House No. 400,

Phase-7, Mohali.

  

        

      ……Complainant
                               

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Civil Hospital, Mohali.
     

                    
         ..…Respondent

CC No. 1246  of  2009

                ORDER

Present:
None for the  Complainant.



None for the Respondent.

----



There was  no appearance either by the Complainant or the Respondent  on 03.07.2009.  The Complainant has demanded vide his RTI  application  dated 15.1.2.2008 copies of duty roster  of medical officers of Civil Hospital, Mohali,  for the month of September, October, November and December, 2008. 
2.

One last opportunity  is given to the Respondent  to supply the  requisite information as per record, duly attested,  before the next d ate of hear.


The case is adjourned to 04.11.2009 (Wednesday) at 10.30 am.  in court No.01, SCO No.84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.

Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.
 STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054




Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com 

Dr. K. K. Jindal,

M.Com, LLB,

Chamber No. 20, New Court Complex,

District Courts Mansa 151505.



                      ……Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (SE),

Mansa.




     
           

           ……Respondent
CC No. 1787 of 2009

                ORDER

Present:
None for the  Complainant.



None for the Respondent.

----



The Complainant has filed his RTI request dated 1.6.2009 with the PIO O/O DEO(SE), Mansa,  seeking certain details  about his GPF Account.  On not getting any response he has filed appeal before the Commission on 06.07.2009.  The Respondent is directed to supply the demanded information to the Complainant as per record, duly attested, before the  next date of hearing.



The case is adjourned to 04.11.2009 (Wednesday) at 10.30 am.  in court No.01, SCO No.84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.

Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054
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Ajit Kaur,

W/o S. Davinder Singh,

Near Ravi Studio,

Sudhar Bazaar, Tehsil Raikot,

Distt. Ludhiana.




                            …..Applicant
          Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o President, 

Managing Committee,

Dashmesh High School (Heran),

Tehsil Raikot, District Ludhiana.




     ……Respondent

MR No. 40 of  2009

              ORDER

Present:
Representative,  Mr. Davinder Singh, for the   Applicant.



Mr. D.D.Sharma, Advocate,  for the Respondent.

----



This case was heard on 10.07.2009, when  the representative of the Applicant submitted certain documents to support her contention that the Respondent, Managing Committee,  Dashmesh High School (Heran), Tehsil Raikot, Distt. Ludhiana, is a public authority, as defined  under section 2 (h) of the Right to Information Act, 2005.  
2.

A copy of the submissions made by the Applicant was sent to the Respondent directing to submit, in writing,  the observations  on the documents submitted by the Applicant.  There has been no response from the  Respondent till today.
3.

Today, representative of the Respondent, Mr. D.D. Sharma, Advocate, has appeared, who submits his power of attorney. He admits that as per  section 2(h) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, Respondent School is a public authority. Since the Respondent has only made an oral submission that Respondent is a public authority, he is directed to submit in writing that the School 
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in question is a public authority, not later than 30.10.2009. The Respondent  assures to submit in writing that the Respondent is a public authority. 
4.

He  also says that  the Applicant has filed several applications under the RTI Act,  which have been duly replied to. However, in the instant case  the initial request for information under the RTI  Act is not available on record.
5.

For the convenience of the Respondent, a copy of the initial application filed by the Applicant, dated 8.12.2008, is handed over  to the Respondent in my presence today from the case file , MR-40-2009. The Respondent is directed to give information to the Applicant, as per record, duly attested, before the next date of hearing i.e. 04.11.2009  with a copy of the forwarding letter to the Commission. 



The case is adjourned to 04.11.2009 (Wednesday) at 10.30 am.  in court No.01, SCO No.84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.

Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054
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Dr. K. K. Jindal,

M.Com, LLB,

Chamber No. 20, New Court Complex,

District Courts Mansa 151505.



                      ……Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (SE),

Mansa.




     
           

           ……Respondent




CC No. 1756  of  2009

           ORDER

Present:
None for the  Complainant.



Representative, Mr. Hukam Chand, Teacher,  for the Respondent.

----



The Complainant vide his RTI request  dated 14.05.2009 has sought to know details about his GIS Account from the PIO  O/O DEO(SE) , Mansa.  On not getting any response he has filed a complaint with the Commission on 02.07.2009      .

2.

The representative of the Respondent  today says that the information is ready, as per record. He is directed to attest every page of the information to be supplied to the Complainant, who has demanded that the information be given to him in person.  Therefore, the Respondent is directed to call the Complainant to the office on a working day and hand over the information within a week with a compliance report to the  Commission.


The case is adjourned to 04.11.2009 (Wednesday) at 10.30 am.  in court No.01, SCO No.84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh, for confirmation.
Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054
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Balbir Aggarwal,

District President,

National Consumer Awareness Group,

District Office 167-B, Industrial Estate,

Miller Ganj, Ludhiana 141003.
                  

                       ……Applicant

 Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Arya Model Sr. Sec. School,

Shastri Nagar,

Model Town, Ludhiana.

                                                   ……Respondent

CC-1786/2009  In  MR-50/2009  &



        CC  No. 1427  of  2009





  ORDER
Present:
Mr. Balbir Aggarwal, Complainant,  in person.


Mr. S.M. Gulati, Advocate,  for the Respondent.

----



The Complainant, Balbir Aggarwal,  has filed two RTI applications which were listed before 02 different benches, one headed  by the undersigned  and the other by Hon’ble SIC, Mr. Kulbir Singh (CC-1427-2009). 
2.

 In his order dated 23.09.2009, Mr. Kulbir Singh has recorded that “the subject matter in these two cases is substantially the  same”.  He has also directed the Commission’s Deputy Registrar to transfer  this case to the bench of the undersigned. 
3.

Consequently, the CIC, vide his order dated 30.09.2009, transferred this case to the bench of the undersigned. 
4.

 Therefore, both the cases, CC-1786 of 2009 in MR-50/2009 and CC – 1427  of 2009, are clubbed and taken up together. 
5.

The Advocate, Mr. S. M. Gulati, who has appeared on behalf of the  Respondent,  submits  evidence in CC-1786-2009 to establish that the Respondent is not a public authority under section 2 (h) of the RTI Act.  The same is taken on record. 
6.

The Complainant has not been able to establish that the Respondent is a public authority. In the light of the submissions made  by the Respondent, both the cases are dismissed.  A copy of this order be placed  in both the case  files. 

Announced  in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054




Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com 

Harminder Singh,

S/o Sh. Avtar Singh,

Harbans Nagar, Gali No. 02,

House No. 23540, Bathinda.      

                                         …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instruction (S),

Punjab, Chandigarh.    



                            ……. Respondent

CC No. 969  of  2009

      ORDER

Present:
None for the  Complainant.



Representative, Mr. Baljit Singh, Sr. Asstt., for the Respondent.

----



In response to the initial RTI application dated 16.02.2009, the Respondent  has sent the requisite information on the 02 points regarding selection of Punjabi Lecturers  in general category on 25.08.2009.  Nothing contrary has been heard.


The case is  disposed of and closed.
Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054




Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com 

Dr. R.S. Uppal,

S/o Sh. Kuldip S. Uppal,

VPO Mararhi Kalan,

District Amtitsar 143601.                              
 

           …..Applicant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Uppal College of Paramedical Sciences 1,

Preet Vihar, Circular Road, 

Amritsar.

  

                           

   ……. Respondent

MR No. 28 of 2009

      ORDER

Present:
Mr. J.S.Rana, Advocate,  for the  Applicant.

None for the Respondent.

----



The representative of the Applicant has submitted  evidence to establish that the Respondent  Uppal College of Paramedical  Sciences is a public  authority.  However, the evidence is not tenable.  The Applicant, if he so desires,  may seek  the demanded information from the Punjab Technical University  since  the Respondent College is only a Distant  Education Centre. The Respondent wishes to withdraw the case.  Allowed. 
This case is dismissed.
Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

PS:


After the court was adjourned for the day, a representative of the  Respondent, Dr. Sukhdev Raj Sharma, appeared in this case  and he was  informed  that the  case has been dismissed.
Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054
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Dr. R.S. Uppal,

S/o Sh. Kuldip S. Uppal,

VPO Mararhi Kalan,

District Amtitsar 143601.                              
           
           …..Applicant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o Lovely International Trust,

BMC Chowk, Jalandhar.



                         ……. Respondent

MR No. 31 of 2009

      ORDER

Present:
Mr. J.S.Rana, Advocate,  for the  Applicant.

None for the Respondent.

----



The representative of the Applicant says that they do not have any evidence to show that the Lovely International Trust, Jalandhar, is a public authority under section 2(h)  of the Right to Information Act, 2005 and wishes to withdraw  the case.  Granted. The case is dismissed.
Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

PS:


After the court was adjourned for the day, a representative of the  Lovely International Trust,  Mr. Gauravjit Singh, appeared, who does not carry  any authority letter. He was told of the order dictated in the hearing earlier in the day.
Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054
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Gurbax Singh,

S/o Sh. Narinder Singh,

Plot No. 30, Premier Complex,

Nichi Maugli, Post Office Ramgarh,

Near Octroi Post, Chandigarh Road,

Ludhiana.




             
                    …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Transport Officer, Ferozepur.
                              ……Respondent

CC No. 214  of  2009






      ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.

None for the Respondent.

----



This case was heard on 10.07.2009, when the case was closed in so far as the supply of information is concerned.  However, the PIO had not submitted an affidavit to the Commission, as per order dated 12.06.2009.  
2.

The District Transport Officer  concerned has submitted an affidavit dated  26.08.2009,  which is taken on record and accepted.


The case is, thus,  disposed of and closed.

Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054
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Vinod Kumar Madan,

S.S. Master (Retd.),

House No. 2103, Rajpura Town,

District Patiala.




                            …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Education Officer (S),

Patiala.
   






     ……Respondent

CC No. 1054 of 2009






      ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.

Smt. Manjit Kaur, Supdtt.-cum-APIO,  for the Respondent.

----



The Complainant vide his RTI application dated 23.07.2008  had demanded certain information regarding his G.P. Fund.  The necessary information  has been sent by the Respondent and  the Complainant, vide his  letter dated 25.08.2009, addressed to the Principal of the school, acknowledges the receipt of the information.  A copy   of this  acknowledgement  letter is taken on record.


The case is,  accordingly,  disposed of and closed.

Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054




Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com 

Gurusewak Singh,

S/o Sh. Hartej Singh,

Village & Post Office Sadik,

Tehsil & District Faridkot.



                                  ……Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o Director Public Instructions (SE), 

Punjab, Chandigarh.



     
           

           ……Respondent
CC No. 1782 of  2009





                  ORDER
Present:
Mr. Gursewak Singh, Complainant, in person.
None for the  Respondent.

----



The information sought by the Complainant pertains to 3rd party and the Complainant has failed to justify as to how any public activity or interest is involved  as  per provisions of  section 8(1)(j) of the Right to Information Act, 2005.


Thus, the case is dismissed.
Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

P.S.


After the court was adjourned for the day, a  representative of the DPI(S), Mr. Narinder Singh, Sr. Assistant, appeared. He says that a letter dated 14.07.2009 was sent to the Complainant saying  that the information  sought pertains to the 3rd party and it cannot be disclosed. A copy of this letter is taken on record.  He was  informed that the case has been dismissed  as the Complainant has failed to justify how disclosure of information is in public  interest or  involves public activity, as stipulated in the Act.
Chandigarh,




                            (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated,  October 07, 2009.


           State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH, Ph. No. 0172-4630054




Visit us @ www.infocommpunjab.com 

Gurbax Singh S/o Sh. Narinder Singh,

Plot No. 80, Premier Complex,

Nichi Maugli, Post Office Ramgarh,

Near Octroi Post, Chandigarh Road, 

Ludhiana.                              




         …..Complainant

Vs

Public Information Officer,

O/o District Transport Officer, Mansa.
       

                   ……Respondent

CC No. 234 of 2009






      ORDER

Present:
None for the Complainant.

Mr. N.S. Brar, DTO-cum-PIO, the Respondent.

----



The Complainant in a fax message dated 07.10.2009 says that he is a heart patient and is unable to attend the court.  He says that he has not received any information from the Respondent so far.

2.

This case was previously heard on 10.07.2009, when last opportunity was given to the DTO-cum-PIO, Mansa to comply with the orders dated 08.04.2009, 20.5.2009 and 17.6.2009.  
3.

On 17.06.2009, a show-cause notice under Section 20(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005  was issued to the PIO, DTO, Mansa, as to why penalty be not imposed upon him for not complying  with the order dated 08.04.2009.  
4.

Today, DTO, Mansa, Mr. N.S. Brar, has appeared and says that he took over as PIO on 11.08.2009.  Prior to him, he says, the DTO-cum-PIO was Mr. Gurjit Singh Pannu.  Further, he says, he cannot be held responsible for delay for not furnishing the information.  

5.

However, when asked as to what steps did he take to furnish information since taking over as PIO in mid-August and whether it was not his duty to take stock of the pending/ongoing RTI applications, Mr. Brar was evasive.  He sought to put the blame at the doorstep of his staff.  Passing the buck does not absolve him of his official responsibilities as DTO-cum-PIO.  It is an irony of the situation that neither the  Respondent PIO/DTO, Mansa, nor his representative  has cared to appear  before the Commission, ever since the first hearing was held on 08.04.2009; so far, there have been 05  hearings, including the one held  today.  This is a reflection on the functioning of the 
…2
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PIO/DTO, Mansa.  The Commission takes cognizance of the fact that neither the former nor the present PIO/DTO, Mansa has scant respect for either the RTI Act or the information–seekers.
6.

Mr. Brar admits that till today no information has been given to the Complainant, who, vide his original RTI application dated 26.12.2008, has demanded information regarding private driving schools in the district. Moreover, Mr. Brar has the courage to ask as to what particular information is to be furnished to the Complainant. It shows that Mr. Brar has neither cared to check up the case file or the record in RTI Cell in his office nor bothered to surf the net to look up the website of the Commission before appearing for the hearing today. On his request, a copy of the order dated 08.04.2009 is given to him in my presence today, wherein, it is clearly mentioned on page 2 at para No.5 as to what information is to be delivered.  Specifically, information to be given is:-
a) Staff and their qualifications in each school;

b) Fitness certificates of vehicles  for driving test with the schools; and

c) Number of certificates each school has issued, month-wise.
7.

From the perusal of the record file and averments made by Mr. Brar, I am of the view that a fresh show-cause notice  under Section 20(1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005 be issued to Mr. Gurjit Singh Pannu, former DTO-cum-PIO, Mansa, who is presently posted as SDM, Ferozepur, ( as per Mr. Brar ) as to why penalty be not imposed upon him for  not complying with the order dated 08.04.2009, when he was the DTO-cum-PIO.  Mr. Pannu will submit in writing as to:-

1)
why information has been  delayed;

2)
why penalty at the rate of Rs.250/- per day be not imposed upon him for the delay/denial of information.

8.

Mr. Pannu’s written submission, by way of an affidavit, should reach the Commission not later than 30.10.2009. 
9.

 Since the present DTO-cum-PIO, Mr. N. S. Brar, who joined on 11.08.2009, also failed to perform his duties as PIO, a show cause notice under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act, 2005 be also issued to him as to - 

(i)
 why penalty  be not imposed upon him for not supplying the information in the intervening period between his joining and today’s hearing. 
(ii)     
Mr. Brar shall submit his affidavit before 30.10.2009 and  also supply information to the Complainant, as per record, duly attested,  not later than 30.10.2009 on the 03 points mentioned  in  para 06 supra and also send a copy of the information sent to the Complainant to the Commission.
…3
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10.

Both the PIOs, Sh. N. S. Brar, DTO-cum-PIO and Mr. Gurjit Singh Pannu, former PIO are given an opportunity to submit affidavit within 02 weeks. In addition to the written reply, the PIOs are also, hereby, given an opportunity under Section 20(1) proviso thereto for a personal hearing before the imposition of such penalty on the next date of hearing.  They may take note that in case they do not file their respective written replies and do not avail themselves of the opportunity of personal hearing on the next date (04.112009), it will be presumed that they have nothing to say and the Commission shall proceed to take further proceedings against them ex-parte.
11.

On the date of hearing, i.e. 04.11.2009, the PIOs, Mr. Brar and Mr. Pannu will be personally present.  Mr. Brar will bring a copy of the information supplied to the Complainant.
12.

A copy each of this order be sent to the Deputy Commissioners, Mansa and Ferozepur, for implementation.



The case is adjourned to 04.11.2009 (Wednesday) at 10.30 am.  in court No.01, SCO No.84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.
Announced in the hearing.


Copies of the order be sent to the parties besides by name to Mr. Gurjit Singh Pannu, SDM, Ferozepur and Mr. N.S. Brar, DTO-cum-PIO, Mansa.
Chandigarh,




                              (P. P. S. Gill)

Dated, October 07, 2009


                State Information Commissioner
cc:
1.
Deputy Commissioner,


          Mansa.  
2.
Deputy Commissioner,
Ferozepur.

3.
Mr. Gurjit Singh Pannu, 
                  
S.D.M., Ferozepur. 

4.
Mr. N.S.Brar,



DTO, Mansa.

